
«:ongrt~5' of- tbe 'itniteb ~tates
Ui1ftrington. :-8(: 20515

October 20, 2006

The Honorable Alphonso Jackson
U.S. Department of Housing and uTtjen Affairs
451 Seventh Sb'eet. SW
Washington, DC 204.0

Dear Secretary Jackson,

We are writing to restJeCtfulty urge you to amend the Department afHousing and Urban
Development's (HUD) definition of 8 "penon with disabilities" in 24 C.P.R. 5.403. for the
purposes of federal public housing pro~ to incrude vctenns who ~ive"improYed disability
pensions" from the Dcperbncnt o(Vcterans Affairs (VA) pu~nt to 38 U.s.C. 152 J .

Section 1521 of title 38, United States Code, authorizes payment Qfimproved (W;nsions to veterans
who served during a period of war, meet certain other ~ice requirements and ~ pennancntly
and totally disabled as defined by 38 U .s.C. 1502. Wc believe that the VA statutory definition of
"permancntly and totally disabled," is consistent wid) HUD's regulatory definition of"pcrSOIIs with
disabilities." Individuals receiving !OCial security disability benefits are exempt from the
requirement; Mwover, disabled veterans are subject tI:) a superfluous ~vaJ_ion in order tc
receive the same OXeInption. We believe the dual certification is an W1necessary burden upon
persons who dedicated d1eir time and lives to serve this country.

In 2003, VA Secretary Andtony Principi wrote to HUD S«retary Mel Martinez urging d)e
dcpel1mentto issue a rcgutatlon that would exempt disabled veterans from tIIC community service
rcquircmeDt. In addition, the V A General Counsel took the same vi8W and encoW'8Hd HUD to '

include disabled veterans in the exemption.

We hope that you Kt favorably upon our request u1d work with us to roduce any unfair burden
placed upon 0\1' disabled veterans.

~Y' c;t A&£ ,ttl 'a..rd
Lane Evans
Member of Congress

:4

Char~. RanaJ.
Member ofConll4:ss

..,~-~:~~~2.-
Member of Congress
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